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Introduction

This report summarizes the trends in transfer students at Maryland public higher education
institutions during the past 10 years, 1993 to 2002. Specifically, the figures include the number
of students enrolled at a community college in the fall of each year who transferred to a public
four-year institution by the fall of the following year. In other words, the report looks at the
number of new transfer students each year rather than the cumulative number of transfers
enrolled at public four-year campuses. Transfer trends are examined statewide, by campus, and
by program. The report also analyzes so-called “reverse transfers” — students who return to a
community college after having attended a four-year institution.

The data used in this report were obtained from the Maryland Higher Education Commission
Enroliment Information System. The Commission collects enrollment data on all students using
an encrypted social security number as a personal identifier. The figures in this report were
derived by matchlng the data from a specific fall semester with the data from the following fall
semester using the personal identifier. The Commission cannot track transfer students to
Maryland independent colleges and universities or to out-of-state campuses.

The first section of this report looks at the trends in the number of community college students
who transfer to a Maryland public four-year institution statewide by race and by full- and part-
time status. The second section looks at community college transfers by campus, the number of
community college transfer students who had been enrolled in a transfer pro gram course of study
at a two-year institution, and the number of these who transferred to a public four-year institution
and entered the same program of study. The third section of the report looks at reverse transfers.

Report prepared by: Janis Battaglini



Trends in Community College Transfers Statewide

All Undergraduates

The number of community college students statewide who transferred to a public four—year
institution has steadily climbed during the past three years to an all time high of 7,401 in 2002.
This reversed a trend earlier in the decade in which the number of transfer students fell from
7,122 in 1993 to 6,663 in 1998. For the entire 10-year period, the number of transfer students
increased 4 percent.

Community College Transfers Statewide
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Minority Students

The number of community college students transferring to a public four-year institution has
increased at a faster rate for minority students than it has for all students. Minority
undergraduates transferring to a four-year public institution has increased by 51.5 percent over
the past ten years compared to the 4 percent increase for all students.

Minority is defined in this report as constituting African Americans, Asian Americans and
Hispanics. Native Americans have been historically combined with forei gn and “other race”
students in the transfer report and could not be easily separated.
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African American community college undergraduates who transferred to a public four-year
institution have increased by 51 percent over the past ten years. The number of African
American community college transfer students in 2002 (1,625) was the greatest since the
Commission began collecting these statistics. In sharp contrast, white student transfer rates
decreased by 14 percent since 1993. Hence, African American students represent all of the
growth in community college transfers during the past 10 years in Maryland. The drop in the
transfers of white students is due largely to patterns at four community colleges: Baltimore City
Community College, Community College of Baltimore County, Montgomery College, and
Prince George’s Community College.

African American Undergraduates : White Undergraduates Who Transferred to a
Transferring to a Four-Year Institution Public Four-Year Institution
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Full-Time versus Part-Time Undergraduates

During the past three years, the number of full-time undergraduates transferring to a four-year
public institution has increased from 3,767 to 4,308—the highest in the State’s history. During
the 10-year period, the number of full-time transfer students rose by 7.4 percent. The State has
experienced little change in the number of part-time undergraduates transferring to a public four-
year institution.

Full-Time and Part-Time Undergradautes Who
Transferred to a Public Four-Year Institution
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Trends in Community College Transfers by Campus

The number of community college students, by campus, who transferred to any Maryland public
four-year campus was examined. There are separate breakdowns for all undergraduates and
African Americans. The number of transfer students increased at 10 of the 15 community
colleges in existence during the past 10 years.

All Undergraduates Who Transferred to a Public Four-Year Institution
%

1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 Change_

Anne Arundel 907 936 873 797 762 884 796 855 905 967 7%

Cecil 47 47 54 49 44 56 74 68 78 90 91%

Chesapeake 97 93 99 134 130 111 148 150 143 147 52%
CSM 388 413 448 410 453 447 476 473 550 559 44%
Frederick 176 180 215 224 208 207 244 234 248 240 36%

Garrett , 39 46 38 40 36 41 37 46 42 56 44%

Hage , 20%
Harford 286 274 311 250 279 272 281 269 308 331 16%
Howard 365 358 406 358 380 393 386 416 465 487 33%
qut%omeg 1,510 1,497 1516 1,470

Wor-Wic 131 134 133 128 148 167 152 130 210 213 63%

TOTAL 7,122 7,029 7,055 6,666 6,667 6,663 6,884 6,786 7,257 7,401 4%



African American Undergraduates Who Transferred to a Public Four-Year Institution
1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002% Change
A“e an * * * * * * * *

Carroll / - : *” * ,¢* e N - * - * A

Baitimore City CC 242 245 263 193 240 213 198 158 209 234 -3.3%
CCBC 176 1565 179 204 193 160 21 228 210 274 55.7%
Cecil * * * * * * * * * * *
Chesapeake * * 6 * 12 10 18 15 11 17 *

Frederick 12 9 8 7 6 7 7 13 15 6 -50.0%

Garrett * * * * * * * * * * *
Hagerstown * * * * * * * 8 * *

Harford
ard
gﬁ,

343 373 306 376 412 445 527 542 571 504 46.9%

Total 1,075 1,088 1,228 1,140 1,267 1,227 1,415 1,426 1,562 1,625 51.2%
*N is 5 or less

Trends in Community College Transfers by Program

The following graph examines trends in the number of community college transfer students who
had been enrolled in a transfer program course of study at a two-year institution. Transfer
program students have represented a slightly increasing number and proportion of all transfers
during the past three years but the figures remain substantially below the levels achieved
between 1993 and 1999. This has been due to the increasing number and proportion of transfer
students who did not declare a major while attending a community college. There has been little
change in the transfer patterns of students enrolled in occupational programs.

Trends in the Percentage of Community Coliege
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The following graph displays the number of community college transfer students who had
majored in specific transfer program in fields that are highly demanded by employers: computer
science, teacher education, business administration, and engineering. While there were increases
in number of students in these transfer programs who enrolled at a public four-year college or
university during the past three years, only one (computer science) experienced growth during
the 10 year period. The number of computer science transfer program students who transferred
to a public four-year campus has nearly doubled since 1993, while the other three programs had
double digit declines.
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The following graph examines the percentage of the transfer program students in each of the four
disciplines who enrolled in the corresponding program at the public four-year campus to which
they transferred. For example, the table looks at the proportion of computer science transfer
program students who chose a computer science major at their public four-year campus.

Percentage of Transfer Students Who Enrolled at a Public
Four-Year Institution in Same Major
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In most of the years, a majority of the transfer program students in each of the four fields
continued their same course of study after enrolling at a public four-year campus. In addition,
while the figures have fluctuated over the 10-year period for all of the academic fields, the
proportion of students in each of the four transfer programs who majored in their corresponding
academic area at their public four-year institution was greater in 2002 than in 1993. The
percentage of transfer program students in business administration and computer science who
majored in business administration and computer science respectively at their four year
institution was higher in 2002 than in all of the previous years between 1993 and 2001.
However, the 2002 statistic for engineering transfer students had been exceeded in six of the
previous nine years. The smallest 10-year increase occurred in teacher education programs.
However, in interpreting this statistic, one must keep in mind that most secondary school
students at Maryland campuses in recent years have majored in a substantive field rather than
education as a result of the Redesign of Teacher Education.

Reverse Transfers

There 1s a growing interest in the number of students who transfer from a four-year institution to
a community college. It is believed that this phenomenon may reflect a desire by students to
gain skills directly related to specific workforce area. An analysis on a statewide basis was
performed to determine the extent to which these “reverse transfer” undergraduates exist in
Maryland. A breakdown for full-time undergraduates and part-time undergraduates appear in the
following graph. More than 2,000 Maryland students have transferred from a four- to a two-year
public institution in each of the past 10 years, with the 2002 statistic being the highest during this
period. Since 1994, more than two-thirds of these students enrolled full-time at the community
college to which they transferred.

Percentage of Transfer Students Enrolled in the
Same Major
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